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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT STATE RECEPTION, UNIVERSITY 
OF ADELAIDE CENTENARY CELEBRATION. 16.8.74. 
Your Excellencies, Your Honours, Lord & Lady Todd, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 
Members of the Senate and Staff of the University of Adelaide, Most 
Distinguished Guests, ladies and gentlemen : 
May I' first of all welcome the distinguished representatives of 
universities around the world to the Paradise of Dissent. 
The phrase is one used by the historian Douglas Pike - an Adelaide 
graduate by the way - to describe South Australia and certainly it's 
a view of ourselves we are in no haste to deny. 
And anyway, Adelaide aside, that other university down the road at 
present seems to be making perhaps not a paradise but more of a 
fetish of dissent. 
But I think that it is true that our society here has a special regard 
for dissent, liberality and rigour of mind. 
If so, it is in large measure due to the first century of concern by 
the University of Adelaide. 
It has throughout been noted both for the quality of its teaching and 
for its involvement in the community as part of the very fabric of 
the city. 
I must confess, though, that public men in this State have not always 
held the University in such high esteem. 
I checked the other night on the parliamentary debate of 1874 which 
preceded its formal constitution. 
A certain Mr. Rowland Rees - the member for Burra of the day -
thought that - if it got off the ground at all - its degrees 
wouldn't be worth the paper they're written on. 
That was mild compared with his view of the initial council. 
No more qualified for the job - he thundered - than he was to be 
Emperor of China. 
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And that was mild compared with his view of two clerical gentlemen 
who were to be its early Professors. 
One was "not a man of any great culture and not even a third rate man". 
The other had "some pretensions to scholarship" but judging from his 
contributions to the Translation Column of the Observer "his Latin 
verse is very inferior and many an Eton sixth former can do better". 
Just by the way, the Honourable Member later became Minister of 
Education. 
But seriously, tonight we celebrate one hundred years of an 
institution that has done this State and its people much service, 
an enduring symbol of South Australian excellence. 
This formal occasion commemorates it with due pomp and circumstance 
but its real memorial is a daily one in its ongoing work of 
teaching, research and scholarship; in serving the need of its 
time now and in the past 100 years; and in being ready to meet 
them during its second hundred. 
Thank you, then, for joining us tonight and again welcome. 
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